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Background Information

Grant provides funding for states to create an early 
learning agenda that builds and strengthens existing
early learning and development systems. 

The grant required states to detail how they will:
Improve program quality and outcomes for young 
children.
Increase the number of children with high needs
attending high-quality early learning and development 
programs.
Help close the achievement gap between children with 
high needs and their peers by supporting efforts to 
increase kindergarten readiness.
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DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ 9ŀǊƭȅ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ό9[/ύ 
Grant

DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
state has done in early care and education and a plan 
for what the state will do to improve and to increase 
access to high quality early care and education. 
DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ 

score among 16 applicants. 
Georgia received $51.7M, the largest dollar amount 

given to any winner.
Funding runs for four years, beginning January 1, 2014 

through December 31, 2017
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Early Learning Challenge Projects

1. Successful State Systems
Grant Management
Early Education Empowerment 
Zones (E3Zs)

2. High Quality Accountable 
Programs
Quality Rated Access and 
Availability
Quality Rated Validation

3. Promoting Early Learning 
Outcomes
Early Learning and Development 
Standards
Statewide Family Engagement 
and Community Grants
Supporting Families

4. Building a Great 
Workforce
Workforce Knowledge and 
Competencies
Supporting Early Educators

5. Measuring Outcomes and 
Progress
Comprehensive Assessment 
System
Kindergarten Entry Assessment
Unified Data System
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