November 27, 2012
The Department of Early Care and Learning (DECAL), Childcare and Parent Services (CAPS) program may be able to help low-income families with the cost of child care for their children attending lottery funded Pre-K programs. Families must meet certain eligibility criteria which are provided in the attached Overview of CAPS Eligibility Requirements document.  
There has been a slight change in the CAPS lottery funded pre-k referral and application process.  Referrals and applications will be processed at one location in the state. Families that appear to meet CAPS eligibility requirements and need assistance with the cost of “before and after school care” should submit an application online at www.compass.ga.gov.    Families should answer “yes” to the online question regarding a child attending a lottery funded pre-k program.  The application process could take up to thirty days.
Families will be required to provide verification they meet eligibility requirements as well as a completed pre-k referral form.  The referral form must be signed by the responsible adult and an authorized representative of the lottery funded pre-k program where the child attends. Information regarding submitting the referral form is provided in the “Note” portion of the form. An English and Spanish referral form is attached.
For additional information regarding the CAPS program, please visit www.dfcs.dhr.georgia.gov/caps or call 404-657-3434.   [image: image1.png]



