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2016-2017 Georgia’s Pre-K Training Requirements

To register for training, go to Georgia Professional Development System (GaPDS) at: http://gapds.decal.ga.gov.
Check the box next to Pre-K Directors and log in with your PANDA username and password.

A GaPDS number is required for training registration; therefore, teachers and directors must be enrolled in the
GaPDS [formally the Professional Development Registry (PDR)]. Note: When the PDR was upgraded to the
GaPDS, information from the PDR transferred to the GaPDS. Individuals that enrolled in the PDR are
automatically enrolled in the GaPDS.

Providers should review the Training History page in the GaPDS for new and returning teachers to determine
what Bright from the Start professional development/training they have taken in the past before registering
them for training for the current school year. For instructions for viewing the Training History page for
teachers, refer to the GaPDS Help Files for Georgia’s Pre-K Program Directors at
https://gapds.decal.ga.gov/Shared/HelpContent.aspx?c=pnlgaprek.

For questions about the registration procedure, or if this is your first time using the GaPDS for training
registration and you need help, call GaPDS Support at 404-267-2760 or email gapds@decal.ga.gov.

Pre-K Project and Site Director

2016-2017 GA’s Pre-K MANDATORY for new project directors and optional for site directors. This face-to-face full day
New Director Training | training will include information about Georgia’s Pre-K Program and the role of the Project
Director. Training sessions will focus on the Pre-K Providers’ Operating Guidelines, funding and
finance, reporting requirements and program delivery.

2016-2017 GA’s Pre-K | Optional for all returning project and site directors. This Informational session is a face-to-face
Returning Director half day session.
Informational Session

New Lead Teacher

2016-2017 GA’s Pre-K | MANDATORY for all lead teachers who have never worked as a Georgia’s Pre-K lead teacher or
New Lead Teacher have not taught in a Pre-K classroom in the past two years.

Training
This is a two-day classroom training (consecutive days)/12 credit hours. Training topics include:
child guidance, teaching social and emotional skills, components of the Pre-K daily schedule
and resources available to Pre-K teachers.

Additional Training Requirements:

e Online podcasts and associated competency quizzes (should be completed PRIOR to
attending the classroom training)/1.5 credit hours completion of podcast and quiz score
of 80% or higher (per podcast)

¢ Building a Successful Relationship with Your Co-Teacher PODCAST
e Family Involvement PODCAST

e Planning Educational Activities for Children PODCAST. This requirement should be
completed AFTER attending the classroom training/2 credit hours.

e Online competency quiz based on the classroom training. This requirement should be
completed AFTER attending the classroom training/ 1.5 credit hours for quiz score of
80% or higher.
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Work Sampling Online (WSO) Training

2016-2017 GA’s Pre-K
Work Sampling Online
(WSQ) Training

MANDATORY for all new lead teachers who have not completed WSO training. This is a 1 day
classroom training/ 6 credit hours. Teachers should bring PORTFOLIO ITEMS (notes, pictures of
work samples, photos and matrices) that they have collected PRIOR to training to enter into
WSO.

PRIOR to training, directors must create a WSO teacher login for each registrant. After the login
is created, the registrant will receive an email from Support@SchoolSuccess.net. The email will
contain instructions for registrants to follow to set their WSO password PRIOR to attending
training.

Director instructions for creating teacher login can be found at
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/AddaTeacher-Directors Admins.pdf

PRIOR to attending training, teachers must obtain the PANDA Roster Report from their
director/principal and use the information to create a class and enter their students into WSO.

Director instructions for printing a PANDA Roster Report can be found at
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/HowtoPrint EmailaPANDARosterReport.pdf

Teacher instructions for creating a class can be found at
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/AddaClass-Teachers.pdf

Teacher instructions for entering students can be found at
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/AddaStudent-Teachers.pdf

2" Year Returning Lead Teacher

2016-2017 GA’s Pre-K
Returning Lead
Training 2" Year

MANDATORY for all lead teachers who completed New Lead Teacher Training during the 2015-
2016 school year.

This is a two-day classroom training (consecutive days)/12 credit hours. Training topics include:
increasing the quality of child assessment documentation, understanding and using the GELDS
and effectively using assessment to plan instruction for all learners. The content areas include
both phonological awareness and math.

Additional Training Requirements:
e Online podcast (Building a Successful Relationship with Your Co-Teacher) and associated
competency quiz (should be completed PRIOR to attending the classroom training)
e Online module (Science) and associated assignment (should be completed AFTER the
classroom training)
e Online competency quiz based on the classroom training (should be completed AFTER
the classroom training)

Online podcast and quiz score of 80% or higher: 1.5 credit hours
Online Science Module and associated assignment: 1.5 credit hours
Online classroom content quiz with a score of 80% or higher: 1.5 credit hours
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2016-2017 GA’s Pre-K
Returning Lead
Training 3™ Year and
Above

MANDATORY for returning Pre-K lead teachers who have worked 3 years and above as lead
teacher. Programs should register the returning teacher for ONLY ONE of the training
choices listed below. All training choices are two-day classroom trainings (consecutive
days)/12 credit hours.

Choice 1: Technology and Digital Media in Early Childhood. During the training, teachers will
learn to connect technology and digital media resources with developmentally appropriate
practice. Teachers will also explore the PEACH lesson plan builder and develop lesson plans.

To attend this training, teachers must have intermediate computer proficiency skills. Teachers
are also required to bring a laptop or tablet device (tablets should have iOS or Android
installed). iPhones and smart phones are not approved for this training. Teachers must have
administrator rights for the device being used in this training. This includes the ability to
download and update software.

As part of Technology and Digital Media in Early Childhood Training, teachers will be required to
submit via Brightspace a lesson plan they created using the PEACH website (2 credit hours).

Choice 2: Making the Most Out of Center Time. During this hands-on training, teachers will learn
the importance of powerful teacher/child interactions and ways to maximize learning during
center time.

As part of Making the Most out of Center Time training, teachers will be required to submit via
Brightspace a photo or video of children engaged in an activity during center time (2 credit
hours).

Choice 3: Dual Language Learners: Multiple Languages, Multiple Cultures, One Classroom. This
training is designed to help teachers gain knowledge of the diverse group of dual language
learners in Pre-K classrooms. Participants will examine the importance of culture, language and
family as it relates to assessing, supporting and effectively implementing strategies in all
domains. This training also includes an online module and competency quiz (2 credit hours).

Additional training requirements for all training choices:

e Online podcast (Building a Successful Relationship with Your Co-Teacher) and associated
competency quiz. This requirement should be completed PRIOR to attending the
classroom training/1.5 credit hours completion of podcast and quiz score of 80% or
higher.

e Online classroom content quiz with a score of 80% or higher/1.5 credit hours.




Work Sampling Online (WSO) Training

2016-2017 GA’s Pre-K
Work Sampling Online
(WSQ) Training

MANDATORY for all returning lead teachers who have not completed WSO training. Thisis a 1
day classroom training (6 credit hours). Teachers should bring PORTFOLIO ITEMS (notes, pictures
of work samples, photos and matrices) that they have collected PRIOR to training to enter into
WSO.

PRIOR to training, directors must create a WSO teacher login for each registrant. After the login
is created, the registrant will receive an email from Support@SchoolSuccess.net. The email will
contain instructions for registrants to follow to set their WSO password PRIOR to attending
training.

Director instructions for creating teacher login can be found at
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/AddaTeacher-Directors Admins.pdf

PRIOR to attending training, teachers must obtain the PANDA Roster Report from their
director/principal and use the information to create a class enter their students into WSO.

Director instructions for printing a PANDA Roster Report can be found at
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/HowtoPrint EmailaPANDARosterReport.pdf

Teacher instructions for creating a class can be found at
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/AddaClass-Teachers.pdf

Teacher instructions for entering students can be found at
http://www.decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/AddaStudent-Teachers.pdf

2016-2017 New
Assistant Teacher
Training

MANDATORY for assistant teachers who have never worked as an assistant teacher in Georgia’s
Pre-K Program or have not taught in a Pre-K classroom in the past two years.

This is a two-day classroom training (consecutive days)/12 credit hours. Training topics include:
child development, child guidance, GELDS, assessment and developmentally appropriate
practices.

Additional Training Requirements:

e Online podcast (Building a Successful Relationship with Your Co-Teacher) and associated
competency quiz/1.5 credit hours for completion of podcast and quiz score of 80% or
higher

e Online podcast (Talking With Children) and associated competency quiz/1.5 credit hours
for completion of podcast and quiz score of 80% or higher

e Online competency quiz based on the classroom training/1.5 credit hours for score of
80% or higher
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2016-2017 GA’s Pre-K
Returning Assistant
Teacher Training

MANDATORY for returning assistant teachers who have completed New Assistant Teacher
Training.

Making the Most Out of Center Time. Two-day classroom training (consecutive days)/ 12 credit
hours. During this hands-on training, teachers will learn the importance of powerful
teacher/child interactions and ways to maximize learning during center time.

As part of Making the Most out of Center Time training, teachers will be required to submit via
Brightspace a photo or video of children engaged in an activity during center time (2 credit
hours).

Additional Training Requirements:

e Online podcast, Building a Successful Relationship with Your Co-Teacher, and associated
competency quiz (should be completed PRIOR to attending the classroom training)/1.5
hours credit hours for completion of podcast and quiz score of 80% or higher

e Online competency quiz based on the classroom training/1.5 credit hours for score of
80% or higher

Additional Training and Resources

Webinars

Webinars are optional and offered monthly.
TEACHER SERIES
e Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
e PEACH Database
e WSO Class Portfolio Report
e Supporting Dual Language Learners
ADMINISTRATOR SERIES
e PEACH and Supporting Teachers with Lesson Plans
e WSO for Administrators

Off to a Good Start
Lesson Planning
Handbook for Georgia’s
Pre-K Teachers

This 12 weeks lesson planning handbook is an excellent resource for teachers. One handbook will
be mailed to all new Pre-K classrooms and is also available to download from the DECAL website
under the Teachers tab.




