Nathan Deal
Governor

Bobby Cagle, MSW
Commissioner

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Media Contact: Reg Griffin
404-656-0239 (office)
404-245-9902 (mobile)
reg.griffin@decal.ga.gov

Registration Begins for 2014-2015 Georgia’s Pre-K Program
Lottery Funded Program Open for All Age Eligible Four Year Olds in Georgia
ATLANTA, Ga., (March 7, 2014) –Georgia’s Pre-K Program has begun registration for the 2014-2015
school year. Each Georgia Pre-K provider is responsible for setting registration dates, so it is necessary to
check directly with Pre-K providers to learn when and how to register. Children who will be four years
old on or before September 1 are eligible to enroll.

Programs are offered at local public schools or through private providers of preschool services. Since
participation in Georgia’s Pre-K Program is voluntary for public schools and child care providers, space is
limited for all four-year-olds to participate.
Georgia’s Pre-K Program is a lottery-funded educational program for all age-eligible four-year-old
children in Georgia. Georgia’s Pre-K Programs normally operate on the regular school system calendar
for the length of a typical school day. This year, approximately 84,000 four-year-olds are being served
through Georgia’s Pre-K Program in over 3,800 funded classes. The purpose of the program is to prepare
children for success in Kindergarten and later school years.
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“Researchers at the FPG Child Development Institute at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
recently measured Georgia’s Pre-K Program for child outcomes and classroom quality and identified
areas of strengths and challenges,” said Bobby Cagle, Commissioner of Bright from the Start: Georgia
Department of Early Care and Learning. “Children in the program, on average, showed significant gains
in language, math, and behavioral skills. And a second phase of the evaluation confirmed that children
are entering kindergarten ready to succeed and excel. We have outstanding teachers who are looking
forward to meeting your children next fall.”

Cagle said he is also proud of the newly revised Georgia Early Learning and Development Standards
(GELDS) for children from birth to age five. Researchers agree that learning through play, or experiential
learning, is the best way to teach children from birth to age five.
For more information on enrolling in Georgia’s Pre-K Program, please visit
http://decal.ga.gov/BftS/EnrollingInPreK.aspx?source=green#What

About Bright from the Start

Bright from the Start: Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning is responsible for meeting the
child care and early education needs of Georgia’s children and their families. It administers the nationally
recognized Georgia’s Pre-K Program, licenses child care centers and home-based child care, administers
Georgia's Childcare and Parent Services (CAPS) program, federal nutrition programs, and manages
voluntary quality enhancement programs.

The department also houses the Head Start State Collaboration Office, distributes federal funding to
enhance the quality and availability of child care, and works collaboratively with Georgia child care
resource and referral agencies and organizations throughout the state to enhance early care and education.
For more information, go to www.decal.ga.gov.
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