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INTRODUCTION

Welcometothe20lledi t i on of -KGRragnarg CoaténsStaRdares, which provide the foundation
for instruction in all Georgia 6 Bre-K classrooms.The Pre-K Content Standards were last revised in March
2009 and are currently being reviewed again this school year.

This edition of the Content Standards includes:

e Correlations with Kindergarten Georgia Performance Standards (GPS)*

e Strategies to support inclusive classrooms

e fiLearning in Actiond suggestions for classroom prac
e Professional resources for each curriculum domain

e Lists of high quality childrends |literature for eac
e Tips to support family involvement in the childbds e

With the Kindergarten Georgia Performance Standard (KGPS) correlations, it is clear how what is taught in
Pre-K lays the foundation for expectations in Kindergarten. Each Pre-K Content Standard has been
matched to an appropriate KGPS. In some cases a PHK Content Standard will match several Kindergarten
standards; however, there is not always a corresponding Kindergarten standard for every PreK Content
Standard. Keep in mind that the Pre-K Content Standards and the Kindergarten performance standards
reflect what children should know at the end of the Pre -K or end of the Kindergarten year T not at
the beginning.  Seeing how these standards relatds helpful to Pre-K teachers, Kindergarten teachers and
parents i all of whom have a part in making children successful in the early years.

The section on strategies to support inclusive classrooms will help individualize instruction to meet the

needs of all of the studemtisngi n ny AAwrt i olnas ssreacda m.o nT lod it Lhe
provides examples of appropriate and active activities to build assist in building these skills. The
professional r e s o u rature r each domainhwill bsgist & plénsing lgualityenstruc tion.

Family involvement and support, covered in the Home and Family Connection tips, are important to a

childds academic success, so each |l earning domain incl:

home and school.

The Content Standards areused for planning instruction, assessing growth and development, and sharing
information with families. These standards are important for a number of reasons; the most important are:

1. Because PreK children learn and develop at varying rates, instruction must be planned to meet each
chil dds i ndi vi-Hchidien leamdeabtsnith adalande of éeacherdirected and child -initiated
activities that encourage thinking, reasoning and communication; 3. Pre -K children need movement, hands-
on activitie s, lots of language, and a supportive environment.

National research shows that Pre-K programs with effective teaching practices and a challenging and
appropriate curriculum enhance childrends intemlectual
the Start hopes that these standards will help Pre-K programs exceed expectations in all program areas. For

guestions concerning these standards, contact Bright from the Start (404) 656-5957, your Pre-K Consultant,

or visit the Bright from the Start web site at www.decal.ga.gov.

* The Kindergarten Georgia Performance Standards for English Language Arts were approved by the
Georgia Department of Education in July 2005. The Performance Standards for Mathematics were
approved by the Georgia Department of Education for implementation in July 2006. Science and Social
Studies have been approved and will be implemented in subsequent years. In Kindergarten the domains of
Health and Physical Development, Social and Emotional Development and Creative Expression ae covered
under the Georgia Quality Core Curriculum Standards. For more information on the Kindergarten Georgia
Performance Standards visit the Georgia Department of Education website atwww.doe.k12.ga.us This year
Georgia Department of Education will roll out the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards which will
be aligned with the Pre-K Content Standards through our review process this year.
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Georgia's PreK Program was estabished in 1993 through the Georgia Lottery for Education to provide
Georgia's four-year-old children with high -quality preschool experiences. The goal of every Georgiéa Bre-K
classroom is to provide Pre-K students with the learning experiences they need toprepare for Kindergarten.

Hi story of GeWRragiam 6s Pr e

The Pre-K Program began as a pilot program serving 750 atrisk four -year-old children and their families at 20

sites in 1992. The first lottery funds were utilized in 1993-94 to provide prekin dergarten programs for more than

8,700 at-risk four -year-old children. In September 1995 the program was opened to all eligible four-year-old

children, not just at -risk families. The program tripled its enroliment from 15,500 children in 1994 -95 to 44,000

slots during the 1995-1996 school year. During this time the private sector became an integral part of the

program, allowing the program to expand quickly without utilizing funds for capital outlay on new buildings or

expansion facilities. A public/private partnership of this magnitude was a first in Georgia and the nation.

Enrol |l ment i nKptgram s candirsied Rorexpand yearly with 84,000 students currently being

servedthis year. Overonemilionst udent s have part i &Kippgameidce 1983. Geor gi ab s

Pre -K Program Components

A national survey of public Kindergarten teachers noted three primary essentials for school readiness: children
are physically healthy, rested, and well nourished; they are able to communicate needs, wantsand thoughts
verbally; and they are enthusiastic and curious in approaching new activities. Georgia's

Pre-K Program provides children with experiences that foster all these essentials.

An appropriate program for four -year-olds is not a watered down Kindergarten program. Children learn
through play and learning centers, which are integral parts of Pre-K classrooms. PreK programs reflect an
understanding of how children learn by emphasizing active learning, consistent daily routines, and the use of
positive behavioral management and assessment strategies. The school readiness goals of the

Pre-K program provide appropriate preschool experiences emphasizing growth in language and literacy, math
concepts, science, social studies, arts, health and physical deelopment, and social and emotional competence.

Health Services

To ensure a healthy start, all children enrolled in the Pre-K program must have hearing, vision, and dental
examination certificates on file within 90 days of starting the Pre -K program. Also, evidence of ageappropriate
immunizations must be on file within 30 days of the start of the Pre -K program. At the end of the school year,
parents are provided with comprehensive information on all health and entrance documentation necessary for
succesful entry into Kindergarten.

Parents as First Teachers

Parents are encouraged to volunteer in the PreK classroom and to participate in meetings, parent group
activities, or workshops. At least two individual conferences per year between the lead teacter and family must
be offered by providers and documented in each child's ontsite file.

The Pre-K program strongly encourages parents to read to their children on a daily basis. To foster this habit at
the beginning of each school year, children in the program are provided with a special edition of a book selected
by and including a personalized message from the Governor of Georgia.

Quiality Outcomes

Research continues to substantiate the positive impact that high quality preschool programs have

on young children. A recent evaluation of a similar program in Oklahoma demonstrated that

participation in a high quality progtfreadingeandn be a stron
pre-math skills than certain family characteristics. A similar evaluationof Ge or gi &8s Pr e

Program conducted from 2001-2004 by Georgia State University found that children who

attended GeKaaddargar@ans than éheir same-aged peers who did not attend the

program. Furthermore, they were rated higher in academic and social skill ratings by their

Kindergarten teachers than other children.
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oPl ay is often talked abc
from serious learning. But for children, play is
serious learning. Play is really the work of
childhood. 0

Fred Rogers




School Readiness Definition

The first of the National Education Goals states
formulated its definition of school readiness within the context of the nature of four -year-olds and how they
learn. We believe school readiness must be defined within the context of families and how they live. It must be
defined within the context of commun ities and the services they provide. And, it must be defined within the
context of schools and their readiness for children.

A childds readiness .f.or school i s when
possible health barriers that block learning have been detected,

suspected physical @ mental disabilities have been addressed,

enthusiasm, curiosity, and persistence toward learning is demonstrated,

feelings of both self and others are recognized,

social and interpersonal skills are emerging,

communication with others is effective,

early literacy skills are evident, and

a general knowledge about the world, things, places, events, and people has been acquired.

Indicators for each dimension of school readiness include but are not limited to the following:

. . . possible health barriers that block learning have been detected

Eye, ear, and dental screenings will detect problems related to seeing, hearing, and dental health.
Immunizations will be on schedule.

Diseases and other health issues will be detected as early as possible.

Rate of growth and mobility within acceptable ranges will be determined.

.. . suspected physical or mental disabilities have been addressed
Suspected physical and mental disabilities will be detected and referrals will be made as early as
possible.

. .. ent husiasm, curiosity, and persistence toward learning is demonstrated
Attitudes toward and interest in learning will demonstrate a readiness to learn.
Persistence in completing tasks will be evident.

.. . feelings of both self and others are recognized
Feelings will be identified and expressed appropriately.
Feelings of others will be understood and accepted.
An increasing capacity for self-control will be evident.

.. . social and interpersonal skills are emerging

Ability to work or play cooperatively wi th others will be evident.

Ability to form appropriate relationships with children and adults will be demonstrated.
Emerging conflict resolution skills will be evident.

Increasing capacity to follow rules and routines will be evident.

... communication  with others is effective

Listening skills will be evident.

Ability to follow simple directions will be evident.

Expressing needs and wants will be demonstrated.

Use of language to interact socially with others will be demonstrated.
Ability to describe people, places, things, and events will be evident.
Ability to ask and answer age-appropriate questions will be demonstrated .

.. . early literacy skills are evident

Association between spoken and written words will be recognized.
Understanding of beginning alphabetic knowledge will be demonstrated.
Ability to discriminate sounds will be evident.

Knowledge of basic book and story components will be evident.

Use of shapes and marks to convey meaning will be demonstrated.
Writing letters to represent word and syllables will be demonstrated

fial



. .. a general knowledge about the world, things, places, events, and people has
been acquired

Recognition of name will be evident.

Basic awareness of self, family, and community will be demonstrated.
Knowledge of simple sdence concepts will be evident.

Knowledge of simple math concepts will be evident.

Ability to count up to 10 will be evident.

Basic understanding of shapes and colors will be demonstrated.

Ability to sort and classify objects will be evident.




